6th December 2020

SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT (B)

APART FROM PEOPLE WHO BUILD MOTORWAYS,

most of us have no idea of the enormous amount of work involved in
shifting huge swathes of earth to make way for a new road. Clearing a
path and making the route straight is quite a task, and it's soon
forgotten by the motorist who expects the roads to run smoothly.

So clearing a path is something which most of us get round to only once
a year, and even then it's only a few yards of paving stone outside the
back kitchen!

This gives us a false sense of security in Advent when we are repeatedly
told to clear the path for the coming of the Lord. We can end up
thinking that it's just some minor chore which we will get round to and
which won't take us long to polish off. But, in fact, preparing the way
for the Lord is motorway stuff. It's no mere spring-cleaning. It's not
tidying the garden. It's about a constant, deep-digging, dirt-removing
look at the way we live our lives. It demands a willingness to recognise
where we have gone off the track, and a determination to do something
about it.

To be baptised by John the Baptist was a life changing decision. To be

baptised in Jesus Christ is to play with fire and the Holy Spirit. And to

renew our baptismal fervour in Advent is the only real way to prepare
for Christmas.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First reading Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and
all mankind shall see it

‘Console my people, console them’

says your God.

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem

and call to her that her time of service is ended,

that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from
the hand of the Lord

double punishment for all her crimes.’

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness

a way for the Lord.

Make a straight highway for our God

across the desert.

Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill
be laid low.

Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed

and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to
Jerusalem.

Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah,

‘Here is your God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm
subduing all things to him.

The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all
go before him.

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering
lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 84(85):9-14

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your
saving help.

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,

peace for his people.

His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.

The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.

Second reading 2 Peter 3:8-14

We are waiting for the new heavens and the new
earth

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never
forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The
Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as
anybody else might be called slow; but he is being pa-
tient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and eve-
rybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of
the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar
the sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and
fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be
burnt up.

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you
should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait
and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky
will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the
heat. What we are waiting for is what he promised:
the new heavens and new earth, the place where
righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends,
while you are waiting, do your best to live lives with-
out spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.

The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Lk3:4,6

Alleluia, alleluia!

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight,

and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

Mark 1:1-8

A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for
the Lord

Gospel

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. It is written in the book of the proph-
et Isaiah:

Look, I am going to send my messenger before

you; he will prepare your way.

A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for

the Lord, make his paths straight.
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people
of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed
their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, some-
one who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit
to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I
have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit.’



DEVOTIONAL LIFE & PRAYER
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DECEASED

A Spiritual Communion for use when not able to receive our Lord
physically:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly
to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen

Sacrament of Reconciliation - if you wish to make an appointment
with Fr Kevin to go to confession (with all necessary safeguards in
place), please contact him at the presbytery or by email.



COVID-19 & OUR PARISH
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(lN\ yoll: will not be ablﬁ t(:lsﬁ pass keepers, and 2 or 3
J\I\\\\ where you normally co. cleaners for each Mass. Please

consider volunteering your time

* Youare legally obliged to and help make this all possible.
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News from the Archbishop:

Pro-Life Advent Rosary [THIS MONDAY]
Join people across the Archdiocese on Zoom to pray for unborn chil-
dren, their mothers and all Pro-Life intentions. Each Monday at
|7:30pm in Advent. To register, visit
I DIY Abortion: Make Your Voice Heard [THIS TUESDAY]
A Zoom session to learn how to respond to the Scottish Government
I online consultation on early medical abortion at home. 7:30pm, Tuesday
08 December. Register at bit.ly/DIYabortion

I Be Still

I Sr Anna Marie McGuan RSM helps you cut through the cacophony of con-
sumerism to ensure prayer is the priority in your prep to celebrate the

|birth of Christ. This Zoom event takes place at 7:30pm on Monday 14 De-
cember. No registration required - join using this link bit.ly/
BeStillWebinar

I Diploma in Catechetics

I More people are registering for the Archdiocese’s Diploma in Catechetics. Lectures take place on a Thursday
evening on Zoom, so you can learn from the comfort and convenience of your home. To register visit

I (deadline 01 January). Or for more info email:

I Stay updated
To receive a monthly update from the Archdiocese straight to your inbox, subscribe at

(scroll to bottom of page). Or email and put ‘subscribe me’ in the sub-
I ject bar. The December update can be found at

Parish Safeguarding Coordinators Patricia Watt (PiC); Lisa Quinn (J&C); Jane Imrie & Margaret Hall
(OLoL)

Baptisms & Marriages Arrangements for weddings (for which six months notice is required) and Baptisms
should be made by appointment with one of the clergy.

Sacrament of the Sick / Hospital Visitations Those who require the Sacrament of the Sick at home should
contact the Parish Office to arrange for Fr. Dow to visit. The Anointing of the Sick should ordinarily be arranged
prior to any prolonged hospital  visit. The Catholic Chaplain to the Victoria Hospital is Fr Gowans of St
Marie’s Kirkcaldy (Tel: 01592 592111). In cases of emergency where you or a family member require the pastoral
assistance of the Catholic Chaplain (emergency cover is provided by the various priests in Fife) please request
this from the nursing staff at the hospital. For patients in Queen Margaret Hospital please contact Fr Chris
Heenan at St Margaret’s (625611) Please note that a patient/family request must be made before the
clergy can visit.

Names for sick list Names can only be added by the person themselves or by a member of the family. Please
advise the Parish Office of any name to be added or removed.

Mass Intentions Please try to have any intention that is required to be said on a particular date in a month
before hand. On occasion when a funeral takes place, the stated intention will be moved to the next available
date.

Bulletin Notices All notices should be with Fr Kevin in Rosyth by Thursday morning for inclusion in the week-
end bulletin
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NEWS & EVENTS

Obligation to attend Mass: The Bishop’s have as yet not reinstated the obligation and so as we approach
the colder weather, it may be good to remind ourselves that doors and windows of the churches must be
kept open for air flow, and so we advise either dress for winter, or perhaps stay at home and watch online...

Online Google Mass Booking Form: will be available on Fridays from 4pm till 6pm only from now on.
Once the booking form is closed, a post will be uploaded to the parish Facebook page advising if there are
any places left, and these will be available on a first come first served basis on the Sunday.

SSVP St John & St Columba/St Peter in Chains Christmas Appeal

Obviously Christmas is going to look a lot different this year but now more than ever people need our
assistance. Due to the current restrictions we do not intend on making up hampers, as in previous years, so
we will not be collecting donations of non perishable foods. However we will be trying to help people with
their gas, Electricity and food vouchers but can only do this with your help and your donations will be
greatly appreciated. Donations can left in our collection boxes as you enter the church, in person to James
Meade, David Hunter or any member of the SSVP or if online to our Clydesdale bank account Sort Code 82-
67-25 Acc No 80453899 Account Name SSVP AE02042 If you need any further information please call
Fiona Meade on 07709261584, thank you for your help.

SSVP Our Lady of Lourdes. Christmas appeal

The Covid 19 Pandemic has made us acutely aware of the many people and families in need of help. We are
unable to collect food and toys as usual. In the past you have shown great generosity and we are again ask-
ing for your help please. We hope to be able to distribute food vouchers and help people in any way we can.
Our collection boxes can be found on entering and leaving the church. Cheques can be made payable to
SSVP Our Lady of Lourdes Church. On line donations details—OLOL SSVP

Sort code 80-08-09. Account Number 06002932. Bank of Scotland. We are grateful for any help you can
give and please be assured of our prayers at the difficult time.

Children’s Sunday Newsletter: Copy and paste this link into your web browser and it will take you to
this weeks edition of a newsletter designed especially for our younger members of the parish https://
thekidsbulletin.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/the-kids-bulletin-2nd-sunday-of-advent.pdf

Children’s Liturgy material for you to use at home with the children can be found here: https://
archedinburgh.org/wp-content/uploads/Advent-2-Year-B-2020PDF2.pdf

as you all know, whilst all public services, activities, clubs, etc are currently on hold. Public Masses
have resumed , but with certain restrictions in place. We do not know when the government will allow
us to resume everything as normal, and so please bear with us. Let us pray that the all clear may come
soon, and that the virus does not claim anyone from our parish community.

During this trying time, whilst Masses are being celebrated with a smaller number of pa-

rishioners physically present in our churches, Fr Kevin will continue to celebrate Mass live

from Rosyth . If there is a desire for the videos to be added to our Youtube channel, please ° vo uTube
advise that you would like this to happen.

All of these Masses and services are being ‘live streamed’ through the parish Facebook

pages: “The Catholic Parish of the Most Holy Trinity” and “Most Holy Trinity Parish-Our Lady of
Lourdes Church.” If you have Facebook and you have not already ‘liked’ these pages (why wouldn’t
you have already?!!), then please do so and keep in touch with the parish.

If you do not have Facebook, then please subscribe to our parish YouTube channel, where Masses are
uploaded for you to view.



DEACON PAT’S PONDERINGS

The snow fell this week and
the Christmas trees and
lights went up in many
houses as we attempt to bring
a little cheer into this
extraordinary year with an
extended Christmas Season.
We see the hope that
Christmas and all that it
means brings to Christians
around the world. A child is
to be born... A child with a story like no other.

If we dig out our Bible and in some cases dust
them off, we can turn to the Gospel of Luke where,
one day and one chapter at a time starting on the
first day of December we can read the story of
Jesus the Christ. The Gospel readings will finish
on Christmas Eve and before we offer presents to
each other we will know why this baby was born.

But who was Luke? Who was the man behind this
particular Gospel and who was he writing for? The
second part of the question is answered by the
man himself. He was writing for a sponsor named
Theophilus who may have been a well to do
Christian. This was a common custom of the time
and it would be expected that the dedicated work
would be copied and the resultant scrolls
circulated to Christian communities.

Luke was probably a Greek from Antioch; a
disciple of Saint Paul, who calls him ‘the beloved
physician’, a Gentile convert who became a
missionary.

The writings are noted for the characteristics
typical of classical historical methods and the
intended audience was primarily Gentile converts
to Christianity. Luke makes use of Mark’s writings
as source material and he tells us of the way in
which Paul transmitted the customs and beliefs
from the first Christian community, and how the
facts were passed on. Also, there is a special place
for Mary and her role in her Son’s ministry.

So, Luke not only tells us about the life of Christ
but he also records the life of the early Church in
the Acts of the Apostles (Academic note: The
writings were probably written between A.D.70
and 85... see me!!! Wait for the Quiz night!). Put
together the Gospel and Acts form a unified
statement of God’s acts in salvation history, with
all His promises to Israel fulfilled in the life of
Jesus and the life of the Church.

Interweaved through the life of Jesus are the
stories of other prominent figures in the early

Church and the message of Christ is reinforced in
many ways.

If we look at the Gospel and in particular say the
journey of Jesus to Jerusalem we can see a
parallel in the Church’s mission to the world and
all nations as preached by Saint Paul in his
journey to Rome as described in Acts with all the
emphasis on Jesus being the Son of God and the
Son of Man, who brings universal salvation for all
of us as realised by Christ through His death and
resurrection.

You've just read the story of Luke, now will you
read the story of Christ as penned by the Gentle
Physician, one chapter a day in the lead up to
Christmas... a bedtime story for the children
perhaps, adapted for their ages and bringing the
family together.

In doing this we can respond to todays Gospel
where Mark tells us how John the Baptist
announces the coming of the One sent by God, the
One who is our Salvation.

So here we are in the second week of Advent
preparing for Christmas, buying gifts and food
and wine for a slightly diminished celebration.
But there is no need to have a diminished
Spiritual celebration.

Five minutes a day for the first twenty-four days
of December and as we read we can offer a prayer:
Day by day, Oh, Dear Lord, Three things I pray,
To see thee more clearly, Love thee more dearly,
Follow thee more nearly, Day by day.




LITURGICAL TIMETABLE FOR COMING WEEK

Sunday 6th December 9.30am | SsJohn & Columba’s Holy Mass Pro Populo

Second Sunday of Advent 11.00am | Our Lady of Lourdes Holy Mass Holy Souls
5.00pm | Our Lady of Lourdes Holy Mass Anna T Connor RIP

Monday 7th December No Mass - - -

Memorial of St Ambrose

Tuesday 8th December 7.00pm | SsJohn & Columba’s Holy Mass Kitty Lloyd RIP

The Immaculate Conception

Wednesday 9th December | 10.00am St Peter in Chains Holy Mass Mary Harding RIP

in the 2nd Week of Advent

Thursday 10th December 10.00am | Our Lady of Lourdes Holy Mass Kath Tipping RIP

in the 2nd Week of Advent

Friday 11th December 10.00am St Peter in Chains Holy Mass Francis Larkin RIP

in the 2nd Week of Advent

Saturday 12th December 10.00am | SsJohn & Columba’s Holy Mass Holy Souls

Mem of Our Lady of Guadalupe
5.00pm St Peter in Chains Holy Mass A forgotten Soul in Purgatory

Sunday 13th December 9.30am | SsJohn & Columba’s Holy Mass Brian & Glen Gilmartin RIP
11.00am | Our Lady of Lourdes Holy Mass Pro Populo
5.00pm | Our Lady of Lourdes Holy Mass
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